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Minutes of BHA Annual Meeting held at
Barwon Heads Bowling Club on 10th November 2025 at 5:30pm

President Philip Bade welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open at 5:40pm with an Acknowledgement of
Country

Those present : 22 financial members and 1 guest (refer sign in sheets for details).

APOLOGIES: received from : Elise Wilkinson, Sarah Jackson, Austin Paterson, Peter & Bronwyn
Motteram, Maggie Isom, Libby Coker, Colin Bridges, Bruce Wilson, Richard
Hastings, Brian Cook, Sarah Henderson

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:

Moved that the Minutes of the AGM held on 18th November 2024 be accepted.
Philip Bade/Paul Brewster Carried

ANNUAL REPORTS:
*  President Philip gave his President’s report — available on the BHA web site
Moved that the Presidents report be accepted
Heather Willson/Sandy Gatehouse  Carried

+  Treasurer Report. In the absence of the Treasurer, President Philip gave the treasurer’s report and the
Financial Statement/Annual Accounts. Both circulated to all members before the meeting.

Moved that the Treasurers report be accepted
Tony Judd/Sandy Gatehouse Carried

CONFIRMATION OF MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2026-2027

The Treasurer’s report contained a recommendation that membership fees be increased. This was put to
the meeting in the form of a motion — that the meeting approve the following fees from July 1 2026:

$40 Family

$25 Individual

$10 Concession

$25 Local Business

$10 Friend (non resident and ratepayer, but interested in being kept informed)* non voting

Moved that the revised fee structure be approved
Philip Bade/Heather Willson Carried

SELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING OFFICE BEARERS

Alison Marchant was requested to chair the meeting for the election of office-bearers. All positions
were declared vacant and the nominations read

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR 2025-2026
The following nominations have been received :

President Sandy Gatehouse

Vice-President Tony Judd and Geoffrey Waite

Treasurer Brian Cook

Secretaryand Public Officer Paul Brewster

Committee David Littleton, Philip Bade, Paul Saunders, Rod Ashby, Karen Firth

The number of nominations equalled the number of positions vacant so all those nominated were declared duly
elected.
GENERAL BUSINESS

Colouring Competition



President Philip stated that as part of the Barwon Heads Primary School 150" Year celebrations — the community
day — 2 entries in the colouring competition were awarded prizes from the BHA. Philip will forward these to the
school.

Bellarine Link
Geoffrey Waite spoke on the increasing and urgent need for the implementation of the Bellarine link which extends
Baanip Boulevard to the Surfcoast Highway and the Portarlington Road. At present most traffic is routed through
Barwon Heads and an alternative route — particularly for trucks — to access the Geelong ring road to Melbourne is
urgently required. We are aware that all paperwork and consultation is now complete and all that is required is a
commitment to funding. CoGG has listed this project in the top 10 of their requirements.

Moved “That the BHA urge the three levels of Government to commence the building of the Bellarine

Link between Baanip Boulevard and the Portarlington Road during the 2026/2027 financial year.”

Geoffrey Waite/Philip Bade carried unanimously

Updates from Alison Marchant
Alison thanked Philip for his strong advocacy during his time as President and also Sandy Gatehouse as she
steps down from her time as Chair of the Barwon Coast Committee of Management.
In terms of events,
e the APCO roundabout re-design has now been documented by the Dept of Transport and Planning, and
a contractor for the work approved. Construction is expected to commence shortly.
o The Bellarine Safety Group (or which Geoffrey is a member) is active as well as the police.
Unfortunately, Domestic and Family violence is still the number one cause for concern by the police.
Extra resources have been allocated 7 for Bellarine and 4 for Portarlington with more promised for the
summer period.
e The CCTV problem in Barwon Heads is being addressed — seems to be a communication problem.
o The Bellarine Bus and Transport review will commence in 2026
e Barwon Heads Football and Netball Club will commence upgrades to their facilities next year thanks to
both Federal and State funding.
e 13" Beach Golf Club is again hosting the Victorian Open Golf Championships
o Ocean Grove Bowls Club is hosting the Indoor World Bowls Competition
e Avalon airport is adding new international and domestic flights, and a new freight facility is increasing
logistics capacity. A new bus route will connect Avalon to Lara, and there are future plans for a new train
station on the Geelong-Melbourne line to further improve access and support passenger growth.
e Alison agreed that the Bellarine link was overdue and she will keep advocating for its implementation.
She confirmed that the first stage only required funding to be allocated. The second stage is more
problematic with land acquisition yet to be confirmed.

Meeting Close

There being no further business, Philip declared the meeting closed at 6:25pm and invited all to stay for drinks
and snacks. Sandy Gatehouse thanked Philip for his time as President and said that one of her aims as
incoming President was to encourage more women to join the BHA Committee. She welcomed Paul Saunders
to the committee and thanked retiring member Colin Bridges.
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